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Since the federal law of April 1891 has come into
force, the distinction between a partial and a total
revision has lost much of its importance. Neverthe-
less, as the procedure in the two cases is not the
same, we shall retain the distinction made by the
Federal Constitution.

I. The total revision of the Federal Constitution
may be brought about in three different ways:

i. The revision can be undertaken by the Federal
Assembly and carried out by the agreement of the
two councils (Arts. 84 and 85, No. 14), as in the case
of an ordinary federal law. The proposal for a re-
vision may be brought before the Assembly either
by the initiative of the members (Art. 93), or by a
message from the government of a canton (Art. 93),
or by a message from the Federal Council (Art. 102,
sec. 4). The two councils debate separately, and the
bill passes from one to the other until an agreement
is arrived at. It is only when the two houses have
come to an agreement on the subject of a new con-
stitution that the procedure begins to differ from
that adopted in the case of an ordinary federal law.
The constitution as drawn up by the councils must,
firstly, be always submitted to the popular vote; and
secondly, cannot come into force unless it has been
adopted by a majority of the people and by a majority
of the cantons.

2. If one Chamber has voted for a total revision
and the other does, not give its assent, it is the people
who are called upon to intervene as sovereign, and
they decide if a revision shall take place or not.
They do not indicate, however, in what sense the